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sufficient proof of the ex-minister's assertions; to say
whether his boast that he could raise whatever money
might be required by loan, without imposing fresh
taxation, ought not to be his shame; whether this is not
the way to intoxicate the rulers of a country, to per-
suade them that those warlike schemes of ruin and
destruction which are the curse of mankind are easy
of execution. " Credulous nation!" he concludes.
"Hasten to admire him whom your children will
curse!"

As a matter of fact, the prudish pedantry, the
sentimental vanity, the carefully cultivated popularity
of Necker were scarcely less likely to injure France
than the want of principle and frivolity of Calonne, and
they were infinitely more irritating to Mirabeau. There
were two men to whom he had a natural antipathy,
who exasperated him more than all others, whom he
may almost be said to have hated, and who were in-
sensible to the fascination he exercised over most of
those with whom he came in contact, and unfortunately
these men, Necker and Lafayette, were just those with
whom it was most important in the interests of his own
ambition and of France that he should have a good
understanding. If Necker had yielded to his influence,
the Revolution might have been averted; if Lafayette
had accepted his proffered alliance, it would have run
a different course. But both Lafayette and Necker
were ostentatiously honourable men, vain and self-
satisfied, jealous of their popularity, of very second-rate
ability, and uneasily conscious and impatient of the
superiority, of the man whom they affected to despise.

During the first months of the ministry of Lome'me